[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

[image: ]





image1.png
What about the Birds?

Thick-billed murre (Uria lomvia) colony on Coats
Island, Nunavut

When we think about ocean animals, we often
forget to include birds. Many of us associate
birds with forests and grasslands, but there are
thousands of seabirds found along the world's
coastlines that depend heavily on the oceans to
survive. The Pacific Ocean covers a third of the
planet and in the North Pacific alone, there are at
least 137 seabird species, numbering close to
200 million individuals. With Canada having the
world's longest coastline, millions of birds use
our 243,792 kilometers of shores, and are
impacted by how the oceans and land are being
altered by abrupt climate change.

Climate change is affecting bird populations worldwide in many different ways. Warmer
temperatures are leading to shifting territorial ranges, changes in food supply, and reduced habitat.
With ocean temperatures predicted to continue increasing, many seabird and coastal-bird

populations may be threatened.
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The importance of birds

The potential loss of bird species will affect ecosystems worldwide. Bird species are important in
maintaining insect populations and may limit the diseases they spread. Moreover, seed pollination
and dispersal in ecosystems such as rainforests and grasslands is dependent on birds. Their role in
the food chain is essential to maintaining the delicate balance that allows ecosystems to exist
across the planet. Found on every continent, birds have adapted to numerous eco-regions and are
indicators of ecosystem health.

With a recent report indicating that 12% of all bird species on the planet are threatened,
understanding how climate change will continue to affect bird populations is critical. Seabird

species from the Arctic to the tropics are challenged by warming waters, shifts in prey abundance,
and habitat loss due to the changing global climate.
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