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Habitat loss

Along with warmer waters, rising sea levels will also affect birds along the coast. Shorebirds
around the world depend on mudflats and beaches in order to feed and nest. With sea levels
expected to rise between 0.1 m and 0.9 m in the next 100 years, shore birds will be impacted on a
global scale. Large bays, such as the Bay of Fundy, will lose between 18% to 70% of the areas
used by birds. With shorebirds dependant on several areas on the coast along migration routes, the
reduction of mudflats in any number of areas may lead to large decreases in bird populations.

Surf scoters (Melanitta perspicillata)
in the North Pacific Ocean
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Storm threats

Increased storm activity is a major threat to birds. On the southeast coast of North America, many
species of birds congregate in large numbers in coastal areas and wetlands, areas that are
particularly vulnerable to hurricanes. During the breeding season these sites provide nesting areas
and food for sizeable seabird populations, making the impact of a single hurricane potentially
catastrophic to an entire population of seabirds. During the past 30 years, as a result of global
warming, the destructiveness, length, and intensity of storms have all increased leading to a major
disturbance to seabird populations.

Birds can also be swept thousands of kilometers off course by severe tropical storms. Each
autumn, birds across the continent move south for the winter, seeking refuge from low winter
temperatures and food scarcity. In October 2006, when two hurricanes joined over the Atlantic
Ocean in the Caribbean and moved north onto land in Eastern Canada, they carried with them a
plethora of migrating birds. For the next month, bird observers watched with astonishment as birds
from Western North America and the West Indies migrated south across the eastern United States
back towards their wintering locations!
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